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Professional  Standards  Review  Organizations  (PSROs) 
monitor  the  medical  care  rendered  to  beneficiaries  of  the 
Medicare,  Medicaid,  and  Maternal  and  Child  Health  pro- 
grams (Titles  XVIII,  XIX,  and  V  of  the  Social  Security 
Act).  Health  Care  Practitioners  Other  Than  Physicians 
(HCPOTP)  contribute  to  the  quality  of  this  care.  Deci- 
sions by  HCPOTP  frequently  affect  the  utilization  of 
health  care  facilities.  For  these  reasons,  PSRO  activities 
involve  HCPOTP. 


I  At  the  State  level,  HCPOTP  can  provide  input  to  PSRO 
Dolicy  development  through  the  Statewide  Professional 
Standards  Review  Council  Advisory  Group.  Statewide 
councils  must  be  formed  in  States  with  three  or  more 
conditional  or  operational  PSROs.  The  Advisory  Group 
assists  and  advises  each  Statewide  PSR  Council. 

One  purpose  of  the  Statewide  Advisory  Group  is  to  assure 
that  HCPOTP  are  actively  involved  in  the  review  system. 
This  may  be  accomplished  by  assisting  the  PSRO  in: 

•  assuring  that  HCPOTP  participate  in  the  evalua- 
tion of  norms  and  the  development  and  revision  of 
criteria  and  standards  for  their  own  discipline; 

•  developing  policies  and  procedures  for  the  review 
of  HCPOTP  care; 

•  encouraging  the  active  involvement  of  HCPOTP 
in  all  phases  of  the  development  and  implementa- 
tion of  review  mechanisms; 

•  identifying  peers  to  participate  in  the  review 
process. 

At  least  one-half  of  the  Advisory  Group  represents 
HCPOTP.  Members  may  be  chosen  from  nominations 
solicited  from  State  chapters  of  practitioner  organiza- 
tions. 


| 
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Examples  of  HCPOTI* 
PSKO  Activities 

Some  HCPOTP  organizations  have  received  contracts 
for  developing  review  criteria  and  for  conducting  medical 
care  evaluation  workshops  to  acquaint  their  members  with 
review  procedures.  Other  organizations  have  been  in- 
j  volved  in  educational  programs  on  PSRO  functions  for 
their  members  and  other  interested  groups.  A  few  exam- 
ples are  provided  here. 


•  The  American  Nurses'  Association  developed 
model  screening  criteria  in  five  specialty  areas  for 
15  nursing  care  problems.  A  manual  was  produced 
which  provides  instruction  on  criteria  develop- 
ment at  the  local  level. 

•  The  American  Podiatry  Association  developed 
model  screening  criteria  for  the  review  of  surgical 
procedures  and  care  rendered  by  podiatrists. 

•  The  Coalition  of  Independent  Health  Professions 
developed  and  tested  an  educational  program  to 
teach  the  patient  care  audit  process  to  representa- 
tives of  the  11-member  organizations.  Exam- 
ples of  participant  organizations  which  have  devel- 
oped discipline-specific  manuals  and  have  con- 
ducted their  own  workshops  include  the  American 
Occupational  Therapy  Association,  the  American 
Physical  Therapy  Association,  the  American 
Dietetic  Association,  the  American  Society  for 
Medical  Technology,  and  the  American  Speech 
and  Hearing  Association. 

•  The  American  Dental  Association  is  evaluating 
the  ambulatory  care  review  for  dentistry  to  deter- 
mine the  possible  interface  of  the  present  review 
process  with  the  PSRO  program. 

Additional  information  on  the  role  of  HCPOTP  in  the 
PSRO  program  is  available  by  writing  to: 

Health  Care  Financing  Administration 
Dogwood  East  Building 
1849  Gwynn  Oak  Avenue 
Baltimore,  Maryland  21207 
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